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My dear Friend :

I thank you for your courtesy in sending me the text of your repor t

of February 9 to the Congress of the United States . I am happy to tell

you that I fully share the concerns and the sense of responsibility whic h

motivated it and ensure that it will be favorably received by all countrie s

which are friends of the United States and by all peace-loving nations .

I want to assure you that Spain wishes to contribute to the attainmen t

of a more mature political relationship with the United States, as mentione d

in your report, and is ready to concert with the other Western countries it s

own independent policy .

On the other hand, I should inform you, Mr . President, with the frank

ness that our friendship permits, of my sincere conviction that a new inte r

national rule regarding transit through straits, which would eliminate the

legitimate powers of protection of the adjacent coastal State, would onl y
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appear to favor the security of peaceful States while affording ne

w opportunities to possible aggressors who would like to put their own interest

above the vital interests of the adjacent coastal countries and abov e

peace in general .

Spain can have no fundamental doubts about this matter since th e

Strait of Gibraltar, where there is a foreign military base whose main

tenance is tenaciously desired at the cost of our territoria l integrity,

and become a source of grave dangers to our tranquility . However, Spain

is prepared to collaborate with its friends, and very especially wit h

the United States, on all questions affecting the security of thi s

important zone .

Accept, Mr . President, my sincere thanks and the assurance of m y

most cordial and friendly consideration .

[s] Francisco Franco
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